
 
 
 
Statement of the American Lighting Association 

 
Regarding  

 
Energy Efficient Lighting for  

A Brighter Tomorrow Act of 2007 (S 2017) 
 

 
The American Lighting Association (ALA) founded in 1943 has 1450 members that 
represent a broad spectrum of the residential lighting industry, including four categories 
of members: 
 

♦ Lighting Manufacturers     140 members 
 

• Lighting Fixtures  84  members 
• Light Bulbs  12  members 
• Lighting Controls    6  members 
• Ceiling Fans  15  members 
• Components  23  members 

 

♦ Manufacturer Representatives    250 members 
♦ Independent Retail Lighting Stores    975 members 
♦ Lighting Designers/Associates      85 members 

 
 
ASSOCIATION BACKGROUND 
 
While our membership is predominately American (94%), our membership extends to 
Canada (5.5%) and the Caribbean (.05%). 
 
ALA members have direct interface with consumers and are on the front-line helping 
them to understand and accept energy efficient lighting. 
 
ALA has played a key role in encouraging lighting fixture manufacturers to produce a 
broad range of fixtures that are compatible with energy efficient lamps.  We attribute the 
success of our efforts to the “Lighting for Tomorrow” competition we have co-sponsored 
with the Department of Energy and the Consortium for Energy Efficiency.  The five year 
old competition has led to major fixture manufacturers as well as specialty producers to 
develop a full-line of energy efficient fixtures that are attractive and priced competitively. 
 
We have had representatives at-the-table alongside NEMA as we had interface with the 
Alliance to Save Energy and other efficiency advocates to discuss and work toward 
effective solutions to help gain energy efficiency in lighting. 
 
ALA’S POSITIONS REGARDING S 2017 
 
ALA fully supports the intent of S 2017. 
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We Wish To Make Five Key Points: 
 

1. Focus on general service medium screw based light bulbs 
2. Establish Federal Preemption 
3. Exempt 25-40 watt candelabra bulbs 
4. Authorize marketing funds to educate the consumer 
5. Do not set 2020 requirements now 
 

 
1. FOCUS ON GENERAL SERVICE MEDIUM SCREW BASED LIGHT BULBS 
 

We support having the focus on general service light bulbs.  We are proud of the 
proactive stance taken by light bulb manufacturers to work together to develop an 
agreed-to plan to develop more efficient incandescent lamps, including halogen,  
plus other technologies including improved fluorescent, high intensity discharge 
and solid state (LED) lighting. 

 
In adopting the time frame for incandescent bulbs to become more efficient, as 
called for in S2017, we strongly urge you adopt the time frame recommended by 
manufacturers: 
 

100 watt 2012 
  75 watt 2013 
  60 watt 2014 
  40 watt 2015 

 
We are convinced manufacturers need the time requested to be able to develop, 
manufacture and deliver quality products. 
 
We understand the energy savings gained will meet or exceed a 50% reduction in 
energy consumption!  We are unaware of any other industry that will provide that 
high level of energy savings. 
 
 

2. ESTABLISH FEDERAL PREEMPTION 
 

We strongly urge that the bill preempt any state action to regulate light bulbs as it 
would be nearly impossible for manufacturers to produce for individual state  
requirements including labeling.  Consumer education would be especially 
challenging. 
 
Lighting products have been and should continue to be manufactured for 
interstate commerce that applies uniformly to all 50 states and the District of 
Columbia. 

 
 

3. EXEMPT 25-40 WATT CANDELABRA BULBS 
 

Candelabra light bulbs in the 25 to 40 watt range should be excluded from the 
legislation. 
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Candelabras are a specialty lamp and are often part of the decorative aspect of 
pendant fixtures and chandeliers.  Their clear glass is an important part of the 
fixtures appeal and an important decorative aspect of the consumers’ home. 
 
Many are coupled with dimming, which is a very energy efficient device, often 
reducing consumption to ten watts or less. 
 
Finally, CFL candelabras because of their necessary coatings and physical shape 
are often unattractive or unsuitable alternatives.  Because there is no suitable 
replacement for candelabra incandescent lamps, limiting their availability could 
have a backlash for consumers. 

 
 

4. AUTHORIZE MARKETING FUNDS TO EDUCATE THE CONSUMER 
 

Because our members are close to the consumer we are aware there is a critical 
need to expand the customers awareness of energy efficient lighting and its proper 
application.  We strongly urge that funds be included in the legislation for a five 
year period to help facilitate a successful market transformation. 

 
These funds should be used for consumer information and marketing, in addition 
to any labeling requirements, so consumers can be prepared and know what to 
look for when entering a store. 

 
 

5. DO NOT SET 2020 REQUIREMENTS NOW 
 

We recommend no action be taken to determine efficiency requirements for 
outlying years (2020).  Such requirements are not needed and serve to attract 
opposition to the bill. 
 
 

The ALA appreciates your consideration of our views in support of legislation to gain 
energy efficient standards for medium screw based general service lamps.  We would be 
pleased to respond to any questions.  Thank you. 
 
 
               For the American Lighting Association, 

     
Clark Linstone, Chair    Richard D. Upton, CCE 
Gov. Affairs Committee    President/CEO 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


