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Ceiling Fan Information 
Implementation of Federal Energy Policy and Conservation Act Regulations for Ceiling Fans and Ceiling Fan 
Light Kits As A Result of the Energy Policy Act of 2005  In accordance with the federal Energy Policy Act of 2005, 
ceiling fans with integrated lighting and ceiling fan light kits manufactured or imported into the United States after Jan. 1, 
2009, are required to be shipped to retailers with enough lamps to fill all lamp sockets. The lamps will be included inside 
the product packaging at the time of manufacture. 

Ceiling Fan and Ceiling Fan Light Kit Lamping Requirements The Department of Energy has divided ceiling fan and 
ceiling fan light kit lamps into three distinct categories with differing requirements and implementation dates. See the 
following table for details. Regulations for categories A and B took effect on Jan. 1, 2007 and category C is effective 
January 1, 2009.  Lamp kits using lamps in category C will be required to have a power limiter device (fuse, circuit 
breaker, or current limiter) to restrict electrical consumption to 190 watts or less of power. 
 

Ceiling Fan and Ceiling Fan Light Kit Lamping Requirements 
Per EPACT 2005 Federal Regulation 

Category A B C 

Base 
On 

Lamp 
 

Standard 
Medium Base (E26) 

Pin Base 
(Fluorescent 

Having Independent 
Electronic Ballast) 

Candelabra (E12), 
Mini-Can (E11), 

Intermediate (E17), 
MR-16, MR-11, MR-5, 

Wedge, Festoon, 
Bi-Pin, GU-24  

and all others not listed 
in categories A or B. 

Lamp Efficiency 
Requirement 

Energy Star Program 
Requirements for 

Compact Fluorescent 
Lamps, version 3.0 

Energy Star Program 
Requirements for 
Residential Light 

Fixtures, version 4.0  

None (Incandescent/ Halogen) 

Lamps Shipped Inside 
The Product Packaging 
By The Manufacturer?  

Yes, Energy Star 
Listed Compact 

Fluorescent 
Yes Yes 

Quantity of Lamps Enough To Fill All 
Sockets 

Enough To Fill All 
Sockets Enough To Fill All Sockets 

Maximum Total Wattage 
Of Lamps Shipped With 

Products 
No Limit No Limit 190 Watts 

190 Watt Fuse, Circuit 
Breaker, Or Power 

Limiter Built Into The 
Product 

No No Yes 

Effective Date 1/1/2007 1/1/2007 1/1/2009 
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Ceiling Fan Energy Efficiency Labeling 
Manufacturers and resellers shall mark ceiling fan cartons, brochures, catalogs and web sites with each models high 
speed electrical performance.   The markings will indicate the fan’s CFM, watts and CFM/W in accordance with the 
Energy Star Solid-State Method and shall be prominently displayed on every page where the product is offered for sale.  
Showroom hang tags are not required to comply with the requirement.  The carton efficiency label shall use the format 
prescribed by the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) as shown below.   
 

 
 
 
 

Lighting Showroom Information 
The federal requirements for ceiling fan light kits discussed above help to make an energy efficient product (ceiling fans) 
even more energy efficient by encouraging the use of energy-efficient light sources for ceiling fan light kits. Benefits to the 
consumer are, of course, savings in energy and energy costs. 
 
Compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs), are now available with incandescent-like color, high light output and in several 
wattages and sizes, including candelabra-based types. These lamps are expected to be widely used in new ceiling fan 
light kits. CFLs with screw bases can, of course, be easily installed in existing light kits as well.  Soon, solid-state light 
sources incorporating LEDs will be available, not just for ambient or decorative illumination, but also for functional lighting 
in light kits.  A major advantage of CFLs and LEDs is longer lamp life.  CFLs are typically rated for 9,000 hours or more 
and LEDs are rated for 25,000 hours or more.  And both types of lamps are only minimally affected by vibration which 
often significantly shortens the life of incandescent lamps used in ceiling fans. Dimming controls for both CFLs and LEDs 
are also being developed.  
 
Retailers should remind consumers that all of the lamps required for the light kit are included in the package.   
 
Manufacturers, retailers or consumers who would like more information about these requirements will find a helpful 
“Frequently Asked Questions” page at: 
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/buildings/appliance_standards/residential/ceiling_fans.html 

 

 

 

The ALA thanks those involved in the ALA Ceiling Fan Task Group and, particularly, Allen Roo, Senior Project Engineer, Air Comfort 
Products Div. Emerson Electric Co. for their work on the above information. 

________________________________________________________________ 
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Reference Material 

ALA Press Release 
April 25, 2007 

New Laws Regulating the Ceiling Fan Industry 
 
 

1. Controls 
All ceiling fans are to have speed controls separate from lighting controls, adjustable speed controls, and the capability of 
reversible fan action for most fans. The only exemptions identified in this section apply to the reversible fan action 
requirement, and are for fans sold for industrial applications, outdoor applications, and cases in which safety standards 
would be violated by use of the reversible mode. Effective Jan 1, 2007. 
 
2. Ceiling Fan Light Kits and Ceiling Fans with Integrated Lighting 
A. Medium Screw-base Sockets - Ceiling fan light kits and ceiling fans with integrated lighting manufactured on or after 
Jan. 1, 2007, must be packaged with screw-base lamps to fill all of the sockets, and these lamps must either meet the 
Energy Star Program Requirements for Compact Fluorescent Lamps, version 3.0, or use light sources other than compact 
fluorescent lights (CFLs) that have at least equivalent efficacy. 
 
B. Ceiling Fan Light Kits with Pin-Based Sockets for Fluorescent Lamps - Products that have pin-based sockets for 
fluorescent lamps manufactured on or after Jan. 1, 2007, must be packaged with lamps to fill all of the sockets, and these 
lamps must meet the Energy Star Program Requirements for Residential Light Fixtures, version 4.0. The Department of 
Energy (DOE) does not consider the GU-24 socket to be acceptable as a pin-based socket. 
 
C. Lamps other than Medium Screw-base or Pin-based for Fluorescent Lamps - Any product with sockets other than 
medium screw-base or pin-based for fluorescent lamps manufactured after Jan. 1, 2009, (1) shall not be capable of 
operating by incorporation of a fuse, circuit breaker or current limiting device with lamps that total more than 190 watts; 
and (2) shall include the lamps that total not more than 190 watts in the ceiling fan light kit. 
 
3. Efficiency Labeling 
Ceiling fan cartons, brochures, catalogs and Web sites will be required to provide the products electrical usage at high 
speed expressed in CFM, watts and CFM/W per the use of a mandated format as prescribed by the Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC). Testing shall be conducted in accordance with the Energy Star Solid-State Method. Hugger fans will 
not be required to be labeled. FTC also clarified that this rule does not apply to products for which the DOE has no test 
procedure. The DOE has yet to reply to this FTC comment. Effective Jan. 1, 2009. 
 
4. Air Movement Efficiency Standards 
The DOE, at its discretion, did not establish an air flow efficiency standard for ceiling fans. Therefore, a separate exempt 
classification for Highly Decorative Ceiling Fans was not created. Had DOE ruled to create efficiency standard, Highly 
Decorative Ceiling Fans would be classified as exempt and would not be required to comply with the FTC labeling 
regulation. The definition of Highly Decorative Ceiling Fan has not been determined. 
 
5. Compliance Certification 
A. Controls & Lighting - While products are required to be compliant with the mandatory standards from that effective 
date, manufacturers are not required to report under DOE compliance certification and enforcement programs until DOE 
finalizes its certification and compliance procedures for new covered products and commercial equipment. 
 
B. FTC Regulations - Each manufacturer or reseller is required to submit a letter of compliance and an annual report 
covering all models under production. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9/23/08 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


